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Dear Fellow-member of C.M.S., » 


«In his fine exposition of the New 
Testament Gospel, The Kingdom and 
the Power, Dr. Paul Minear, referring to 


that segment of history for which we are 


responsible says— 
“The Church’s Mission is to one genera- 


tion at a time ; the fulfilment of that assign- 
ment is the means by which Christ can 


extend His power over later generations. 
Only through present faithfulness does 
future victory become assured. To the 


- Church that carries on its warfare in the 


name of Christ, the Spirit gives the promise 
that the future will be unable to separate 
it from the triumph of God’s love.” 


THEOLOGY AND POLITICS 


If politics is the art of the possible then 
‘the intimate relation of theology to poli- 
tics and to the life of citizenship is best 
discerned by seeing what, in relation to 
this particular field of human activity, is 
the mission of the Church to this genera- 
tion. In order to avoid generalizing let 
us look at one particular country, Nigeria, 
at a time when its peoples are on the 
threshold of self-government. 

It is hardly too much to say that the 
Church will fulfil its assignment to this 
generation in Nigeria in so far as it is 
able to inspire the leadership of the coun- 
try with ideals of integrity and responsi- 
bility, point to the spiritual resources 
available, and in the persons of some of 
its sons and daughters demonstrate that 
by the grace of God power does not 
necessarily corrupt. That, in the field 
of politics, is surely the Church’s mission 
in Nigeria in this generation. 

How fraught with destiny the fulfil- 
ment of that assignment is becomes even 
clearer when we realize that Nigeria, in 


its approach to political independence, 


is the present bearer of the dreams and 
aspirations of the African peoples of the 
whole continent. Its very size, its popu- 
lation of thirty-one millions, the variety 
of its peoples, all these combine to make 
its political fortunes the object of con- 
tinent-wide interest. How immensely 
important then is it for the Church to 
help Nigeria to true success in her politi- 
cal development. For let there be no 
doubt of how far-reaching are the issues 
involved in this attempt to build a new 
nation. The success of the Nigerians, as 
of the people of the Gold Coast, in 
demonstrating their ability to operate a 
modern State, in which freedom under 
the law can be enjoyed by every citizen, 
will carry with it not only the promise 
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of an orderly transition from Colonial 
status to independence: it will also be 
the earnest of the African’s ability to 
grapple with the problems of the twen- 


tieth century. Success here will be an 
incentive and a promise of what can 
happen elsewhere. As we look still fur- 
ther below the surface we will see that 
success here will minister to the genuine 
self-respect of the peoples of Africa. 
Without such true self-respect, grounded 
in genuine achievement, they will be 
unable to play an effective part in world 
affairs, they will be unable to bring their 
own indispensable contribution to the 
experiment in racial partnership in which 
alone lies the hope of peace for Africa 
and the world. 

Do I need to point the moral 2? While 

the primary responsibility for the fulfil- 
ment of the Church’s assignment to this 
generation in Nigeria rests on the Church 
in Nigeria, it cannot rest there alone. A 
great responsibility rests upon Christians 
everywhere to support the Church in 
Nigeria by their interest and their prayers. 
A great responsibility rests upon Christ- 
ians in those countries to which Nigerians 
still go in such great numbers, more 
particularly Britain, the United States 
and Canada, to give them a genuine 
welcome. 
_ This is a field of constructive effort 
ideally suited to be part of the programme 
of a local Council of Churches or an 
Ecumenical Fellowship. Have you got 
one in your district ? If you have is it 
alive to this issue? If you have not got 
such a Council or Fellowship what about 
helping to start one ? 


If you want to take action write to the 
British Council of Churches, 10 Eaton Gate, 
London, S.W.1. You can get help about 
hospitality for visitors from abroad from 
the Secretary, The East and West Friend- 
ship Council, 101 Gower Street, London, 
W.C.1, from Miss J. Mars, Overseas Visitors 
Department, C.M.S., 6 Salisbury Square, 
London, E.C.4, or from Miss H. M. Porter, 


Methodist International House, 4 Inverness 


Terrace, London, W.2 


And, finally, a great opportunity rests 
upon the Missionary Societies working 
in Nigeria to do all in their power to 
equip theif missionaries with an under- 
standing of what are the major issues, 
political, economic and social, which 
provide the context within which the 


Church has to witness, and the relevance 
of the Gospel be proved, to this genera: 


tion at this time. 


NIGERIAN VIEWPOINTS 


One step towards such understanding 
by us all is to see how the present 
moment looks when seen through the 
eyes of young Nigerians. Let me com- 
mend two books. The first is My Africa, 
by Mbono Ojike. The author tells of 
how, in his father’s time, the Christian 
faith came to the Ibo country of Nigeria. 
Iyi Enu Hospital, the Dennis Memorial 
Grammar School at Onitsha, and the 
Training College at Awka, each played 
their part in his family’s and his own 
experience. This part of the book gives 
a fresh slant on a C.M.S. Mission seen 
through critical but not unfriendly eyes. 
But the main burden of the book is a 
vigorous claim that Nigerians should be 
proud of their country and its past. We 
may not be able to go all the way with 
his exuberant patriotism but at least we 
can appreciate that it is patriotism and 
as such is a serious attempt to transcend 
tribalism. 

The second book which I would recom- 
mend is entitled Occasional Paper on 
Nigerian Affairs and is the first of such 
published by The Nigerian Society in 
London. This contains three papers. 
The first entitled Towards Nationhood 
in Nigeria is a very thoughtful study of 
the evolution of British Colonial policy, 
a consideration of the problems now aris- 
ing, and a realistic appraisal of how for- 
midable a task confronts the political 
leaders of the new Nigeria. Not the 
least important part of this paper is the 
clear awareness of the author that spirit- 
ual values matter if politics are to be 
anything but a scramble for power. What 
is sobering to the Christian reader is that 
it does not occur to the writer that the 
Church is in any way relevant to the 
situation. He does not even mention it. 
The second paper deals with the need 
for power development if the industries 
of Nigeria are to be adequately equipped 
to create a stable economy. In this con- 
nexion it is of importance to consider 
the warning given by Sir Percival Griffiths 
in the June 7, 1955, issue of the Financial 
Times that there is likely to be a serious 
dearth of competent African leadership 
at the managerial level in industry owing 
to the appeal of politics for so many 


educated Africans. Only an economically 
viable State can expect to enjoy effective 
political independence, and make a genu- 
ine self-respecting contribution to that 
mutual inter-dependence of the nations 
upon which true peace depends. The 
effective management of industry is less 
easily learnt than either forensic or par- 
liamentary skill. A healthy independence 
will depend as much upon ability and 
integrity in business as in legislative 
assemblies. The Church has an import- 
ant contribution to make here through 
its very great influence on education. 

The third paper ambitiously sets out 
A proposed National Health Scheme for 
Nigeria. Whether the author has ade- 
quately faced the problem of training a 
sufficiency of doctors and nurses within 
the time-table which he sets down (twenty 
years), and the cost of such a service only — 
the experts can determine. It is at least 
interesting that he lays special stress on 
the training of nurses, and the intimate 
relationship of any health programme to 
a carefully worked out programme of 
agricultural development. These two 
points represent an important part of the 
foreign missionary contribution. Inci- 
dentally they stand at the heart of the 
new health policy which the C.M.S. has 
been trying, for the last ten years, to 
commend to the Church in Africa. It is 
at least encouraging that some measure 
of success has attended this effort in 
Nigeria. It is much to be hoped that, 
during the period when Nigeria is work- 
ing towards a National Health Scheme, 
the fullest use will be made of the volun- 
tary agencies and that the Church in 
Nigeria will recognize its own responsi- 
bility for ensuring that its healing mission 
is an integral part of its witness. This 
will call for a great deal more thought, 
effort and preparation for the future than 
is as yet being shown anywhere by the 
Church in that country. 


THE OLDER AFRICA 


We are being in no way critical of the 
eagerness of Nigerians for self-govern- 
ment, nor are we being doubtful of their 
ability to negotiate the rapids and whirl- 
pools that lie along the next stretch of 
the river of their people’s life, if we re- 
member that behind the leaders and those 
who are so rapidly equipping themselves 
for the tasks ahead there is a great mass 
of the population who are very backward 
indeed. A frank awareness of this fact 
is essential to wise political judgments 
and sound economic and social develop- 
ment. In helping to grapple with this 
vast problem of backwardness the Church 
in Nigeria is uniquely placed if it will 
but recognize that the indispensable basis 
for its inspiration of the leadership of 
the country as a whole will lie in the zeal 


h it prosecutes its evangelistic 
ct by-product of which will 
rgence of men and women 
following good leadership and 
Pore the reservoir from 


wn. "That is an essential part of the 
sociological significance of evangelism. 


- In her volume Return to Laughter, Elenore 
,* Smith Bowen, an American anthropologist, 
has written a quite fascinating record of a 
year spent with the people in a small group 
= of villages in a very backward part of West 
; Africa. There is a wealth of wisdom in 
this book and a deep humanity. The African 
reader will appreciate how hard she found 
it to win her way into the hearts of the 
people and will admire the patience and 
: perseverance which brought her at least in 
bs sight of her goal. The foreign missionary 
reader will perhaps recognize a quality of 
devotion and self-discipline which is not 
only worth emulating but is a reminder that 
you do not necessarily know a people be- 
cause you live for many years amongst them. 
This is a very humbling book. I commend 
it to anyone who wants to know a little 
-more about Africa and something of what 
happens to those who are prepared to pay 
the price of knowledge. 


THE CHRISTIAN AFRICAN LEADER 


b If we are reflecting on the Christian 


task in Africa there is some further useful 

: material in an article by a missionary in 

Nyasaland, the Rev. W. V. Stone, which 
recently appeared in the Scottish Journal 
of Theology for June, 1955, entitled The 
Dark Ages and Twentieth Century Africa. 
The author is concerned to view the 
record of the Church in the Europe of 
the 5th to 9th centuries and to see what 
parallels it affords to the Church in Africa 
to-day. In the course of an interesting 
article he makes the following point 
which is of very great importance. 
Speaking of Gregory of Tours and the 
missionaries of that age he says that they 
“ shared in all essentials the background and 
the outlook on life of their flock. The 
modern missionary in Africa does not. His 
way of thinking is radically different from 
that of the African. As a result the African 
Church must be described as an amalgam. 
Its leaders like Janus—look in two directions 
at once: they look back to the traditions 
of the missionary’s home Church as inter- 
preted to them by the missionary ; and they 
also look back into the African past, so 
thoroughly understood, but so little help on 
the narrow, steep, upward road.” 

That observation has much to say 
about the present situation in Africa. 
Incidentally it is a reminder to the foreign 
missionary how vitally important it is 
that leadership in the Church in Africa 
should be recognized as the pain and 
the privilege of the African. For it is 

: the Christian African leader, not the 
foreign missionary, who does precisely 
share “in all essentials the background 


dedi 


- and the outlook on life” not only of his 


own people but in particular of those of 
his own people who are involved in 
creating a 20th century nation and in 
doing so look at once to the traditions of 
the West and “into the African past”. 
It is the Christian African who must 
increasingly give Christian leadership in 
the new Africa. The foreign missionary 
will continue to have a vital role to play 
in “the partnership of the Gospel” in 
Africa precisely. in proportion as he 
understands the role of the Christian 
African leader and gives to him the 
service of loyal friendship at that very 
deepest level where truth marches hand- 
in-hand with love. The road will lead 
both African and foreigner into the dark- 
ness of Calvary on the way to the Resur- 
rection. There is no short-cut to spiritual 
leadership in Afirica. 


NO SHORT-CUT 


“No short-cut ”—that is perhaps the 
most important, as it is the most difficult, 
truth to which the Church in Nigeria 
will have to bear witness in the days 
ahead. An awareness of this lies behind 
the recent appointment by the Niger and 
Niger Delta dioceses of one of our mis- 
sionaries as their Diocesan Youth Organ- 
izer. His aim is through camps and clubs 


‘and youth fellowships to win young 


Nigerians for Christ and so to prepare 
them for Christian citizenship. In a 


. recent letter this missionary described a 


young Nigerian rubber-tapper who is the 
leader of one of these fellowships. His 
letter recorded a talk given by this young 
man, who in commenting on chapter 4 
of St. Mark’s Gospel, said 

“Ts a candle brought to be put under a 

bushel or under a bed ? How many of us 
hide even the small Christian light which 
we have by putting our money-making 
before serving Christ ? You know that the 
bushel, a measure that traders used for deal- 
ing out corn, represents our everyday liveli- 
hood! Or again the bed, a place of com- 
fort and rest. How many of us hide our 
lights under our beds by imagining Chris- 
tianity to be a comfortable way of living ? 
We often think, don’t we, ‘ Oh, I’m baptized 
or confirmed, now I can sit back and take 
things easy’. But there is no such thing 
as ‘comfortable Christianity ’ for eieltapae 
means travelling along the road of sel 
sacrifice.” 
That is no more than a glimpse into a 
youth movement which is making no 
attempt to take short-cuts, but which 
deserves our prayers. 

I must draw your attention to a small 
book which will give you a vivid picture 
of some of these young Nigerians. In 
Down to Earth, Stephen Carr, one of our 
missionaries until recently in Nigeria and 
now in the Sudan, draws a real life pic- 
ture from his own experience. The book 
is the story of an experiment in educa- 


October, 1955 | : 


tion, agriculture and evangelism worked 
out together by a missionary and a group 
of Nigerian students. 


“The future of your country,” says the 
missionary at one point, “depends largely 
upon you senior teachers and the way in 
which you train the rising generation. Work- 
ing with your hands and taking an interest 
in people’s farms are all part of your 
Christian witness. I know it will take cour- 
age, but it’s the same with all kinds of wit- 
ness to the true and the right.” 

To which one of the students makes the 
comment— 

“It’s funny how being educated and being 
a Christian seems to bring so many responsi- 
bilities with it’ I used to think: that it 
was a matter of education bringing privileges, 
not responsibilities ! ” 
No short-cuts ! 


— Ce N: 
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I began this News-LeTrer with one — 


quotation from Dr. Paul Minear. Let me 
close with another which expresses a 


complementary truth. He writes of the 


character of true leadership and says— 


“Men may view their roles in history as 
either that of sufferers or that of leaders, 
and if either of these functions is understood 
in its ultimate spiritual terms, then the two 
functions are fused together: the leader is 
specially qualified to suffer, and the sufferer 
is qualified to lead.” 


Your sincere friend, 


OO YOU READ THE 


CUTLOOQ” 4 


acd Nae iy 
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